
Locride Area 

A Description 



The Social Structure 

• The main characteristic of the local culture in the 
past, was a strong individualism that characterized 
the whole network of social relations. 

• In recent times, structural change has been 
occurring thanks to  the introduction of social, 
economic and institutional cooperation which began 
with the creation of “Associazione dei Comuni della 
Locride” and the implementation of the territorial 
Pact.  

• This structural transformation has produced a deep 
change in the local culture. In turn, a series of 
integrated projects like LEADER II and the 
constitution of “Locride Ambiente”, a particular 
authority engaged in environmental protection and 
waste management, have been created. 

• Finally, cooperation exists between the local 
authority and social organizations in the area who 
are really committed to the promotion of tourism in 
the area . This commitment has produced a Program 
Contract. 



Presentation:  
Associazione della Locride, who are we? 

The Association is an organization of 
municipalities within the Locride area which 
have an important and common aim: the 
promotion of development and democracy. 

To do that, we promote the restoration of the 
public administration by the overcoming of 
bureaucratic inefficiencies, and through citizen 
empowerment. 

 

 

 



The dialogue between  
the various institutional levels 

The Association has the fundamental role to act as an 
intermediary between citizens and institutions (National 
Government, Region, Council).  
Particularly, we are involved in: 
• Integrated territorial development 
• Job promotion 
• Environmental protection 
• Monitoring of economic investment in the area 
• Enhancement of cultural heritage 
• Activating processes of change 
• Increasing transparency 

 
 



The area 
• Locride area extends to 1352.17 KQM 

(42.48% of the province and almost 9% of 
the region).  

• The population amounts to 134 611 
inhabitants (respectively 23.80% of the 
inhabitants of the province and 6.72% of 
the entire region). 

• The area includes 42 municipalities and is 
located along the Ionian coast of the 
Province of Reggio Calabria. It is bordered 
to the north by the province of Catanzaro, 
in the west by the Aspromonte massif and 
in the south by the lower end of the Ionian 
coast. 

• Administratively, Locride is a part of the 
territory of the Province Reggio Calabria. 

• Locride is one of the 3 decentralized 
districts of the Province of Reggio Calabria. 



Topological Characteristics 

• The territory has an uneven and 
unstable morphology. The plain is 
limited to the strip of land adjacent 
to the coast. The remainder of the 
land is considered to be partially or 
totally mountainous. 

• The spatial feature is the 
ambivalence of the sea and 
mountains. This feature makes 
possible the transfer, in the space of 
a few kilometers, from coastal seas 
to the highlands of mountainous 
areas where forests of great beauty 
also exist. 



National Park of Aspromonte 

• The National Park of Aspromonte 
was created in 1988.  

• 13 Municipalities are included in 
this area of Locride. 

• The park has a total area of 78 520 
hectares.  

• The protected area, which falls 
within the boundary of Locri, has 
an area of 37 038 hectares. 
 



The road network 

• The outline of the road network is 
constituted by: 
– an axis of bi-modal communication that 

runs along the coast: the SS106 Jonica 
Reggio Calabria-Taranto-Reggio Calabria 
motorway and rail Metaponto  

– a series of lanes that connect the coast 
with inland areas of the area 

– the Ionian-Tyrrhenian road which 
connects Locride with the flow of traffic 
on the road between Salerno and Reggio 
Calabria.  

• The system is structurally weak and this 
creates the problem of congestion in 
urban areas around the coastal road. 



About towns 

• A look at the population of Locride 
shows that the area is really 
heterogeneous. 

• Only two (Locri and Siderno) of 
the 42 towns in the area have 
more than 10,000 inhabitants 
(respectively 9.66% and 12.51% of 
the total population of Locride 
residents), and only 7 others have 
more than 5,000 residents. 

• Thirteen municipalities have more 
than 2,000 inhabitants, while 21 
are well below the threshold of 
two thousand residents (including 
12 under 1,000). 



The economic structure 

• Today the economy of the area is extremely poor, with 
a precarious system of small scale production and 
entrepreneurship dispersed in the area. The area, 
which is devoid of strong specificity, is characterized by 
minute activity which has les to its economic 
marginalization.  

• On the other hand, the region has a tradition of a weak 
economy. Agriculture, fisheries, handcrafts and the 
many small businesses which allowed people "survive" 
are today seriously depressed. 

• The main activity of the employed sector of the area is 
agriculture (17.90% of the workforce), followed by 
trade (14.25%) and public administration (11.03%). 

• Based on this survey, 6,720 companies operating in the 
area translated into 7,100 local units and 14,907 
employees. 
 

Unità locali, imprese ed addetti a livello comunale per macrosettore economico nella Locride 



Labour 

As at the last general census, Locri 
had a labour force of about 41 800 
people, representing a participation 
rate in the labor market of 32%, 
compared with the resident 
population in the same period. As at 
the same date, the employed were 
about 31 000, while the total number 
of unemployed stood at 10 700. 
 

Information on Local Job System of Locri 

Year Employed  Unemployed Activity rate 
Employment  

rate 

Unemployment 
 Rate 

2012 17.734,0  3.624,0  37,4  31,1  17,0  

2011 17.772,0  2.852,0  36,2  31,2  13,8  

2010 18.494,0  2.315,0  36,8  32,7  11,1  

2009 18.380,0  2.249,0  36,6  32,6  10,9  

2008 18.623,0  2.538,0  37,7  33,2  12,0  





The Emergence of NEET 



The Agricultural Economy 

• The most recent data 
available indicates that 
local farms are active in the 
area and occupy 19,700 45 
618 hectares of UAA 
(utilized agricultural area) 
and 74 473 hectares.  

• The farms in the area form 
34.3% of the province in 
relation to land, although 
the territory of Locri covers 
24.2% of the population 
and 42.48% of the land 
area of the province. 





Handcrafts 

• The share of small businesses is 
relatively higher when compared 
with both the data at the 
provincial and regional levels. 
This figure is even more 
significant when you realize that 
corporate insiders artisan in Locri 
are 28.61% of the total, 
compared to 17.48% and 18.08% 
at the provincial and regional 
levels respecitively. 

Imprese artigiane nella Locride 

 



Education 

• The school services and training are an important 
part of the tertiary sector.  Unfortunately, schools 
are highly concentrated in coastal areas and this 
causes a widespread difficulty to students 
commuting between the inland and coastal areas. 

• The school system as a whole appears quite 
complete: there are two institutes; the Institute of 
Hospitality and the Technical Institute for Tourism 
(one of only 18 institutions in Italy), unique to the 
province of Reggio Calabria, they are located in 
Locri and Marina di Gioiosa Jonica.  

• There is also the Industrial Technical Institute of 
Roccella, which specializes in food chemistry. 

Elenco delle unità componenti le scuole dell’area della Locride  



Historical and Cultural Heritage 

• The historical and cultural 
heritage of Locride is certainly 
one of the most important 
resources of the area. The area 
has a continuous lineage of 
cultural influences from various 
civilizations . The Greek-Roman 
civilizations, the period of 
Byzantine domination and also 
the Norman era of domination 
are the most notable. 


